CHAPTER IV
A MIND OF HIS OWN
Although no documentary evidence of the date at which
Surrey began to live with his wife has come to light, they were
united by 1535 at the latest. In this year both reached the age
which in the sixteenth century was deemed proper for the be-
ginning of connubial relationships, and the birth of a son to
the Countess of Surrey in the spring of 1536 is conclusive evi-
dence that the marriage which had been celebrated in 1532 was
consummated by 1535. As not for some years did the Earl and
Countess of Surrey have a dwelling of their own, it is probable
that they began their life together at Kenninghall, Norfolk, the
principal residence of Surrey's father.
In spite of the stipulation of the marriage contract to the
contrary, the Duke of Norfolk was never liberal in supplying
his eldest son with money. Surrey was always in want of it.
From a letter written by Surrey to the Abbot of Bury St. Ed-
munds we learn that he was at Kenninghall in June, 1535, and
in need of funds. He wrote:
My Lord notw* standyng that affore tyme I have barowd off yow
to the sume off xxx11 pownd sterlyng, havyng not yet repayd it;
yet by very ned & extreme necessyte lam agayne constrayned, my
nowne good Lord, at this present, affectuowsly to desyre yow to
shew yoore self so myche my cordiall frend as to lend some over
& above xx11 pownd, in sych hast as I may have it here to morow
by viii off the clok, for syche is my present nede and thowght; my
Lord for your syche kyndn68 to be shewd towards [me] it lyeth not
in my powr to offer the lyke recompense; yet my lord ye shall so
bynd [me] to be your inward & affectuall frend while I lyve &
your money first & last to be honestly repayd to yow agayne w*
hartye thanks; which iff I wer so ingrat (which god defend) to deny,
ye mygth & may it well beleue my lord my father will not so see
your harty kyndn68 vncotentid; & thus my very good Lord, w*
harty request of this my desyre I leve yow to god. Displease yow
not so thowght my Lord [Norfolk] beynge owt off the cowntree in